From the Guidance Office
Dear Parents of Seventh Grade Students,

Each year the CCA seventh graders take the SSAT exam as their standardized test for that school year.  This exam will be given on Wednesday, May 16 in 2012; all grade 7 students are required to sit for this test.  The test cost is an expensive $116.  This is the most costly test that our students take before grade 12 when the AP exams are offered and for which college credit may be earned.  You deserve to know why CCA participates in this examination.  
Our elementary students take the Iowa Basic Skills test in grades K-6, with grades 4 and 8 sitting for the NYSPT in English Language Arts, Science and Mathematics.  In grade 5, along with the IOWAs, students are required to complete the New York State report that teaches research skills. Grades 9-12 take various Regents exams, grades 10-11 take the PSAT and grades 11 and 12 take the SAT.  Each of these is an important academic milestone in objectively measuring academic maturity and development.  Grade 7 is a pivotal year in the college preparation process as we introduce these students to essential study skills to help move them towards developing higher levels of critical thinking skills. At the end of the 7th grade year, decisions are made to determine if your student qualifies to be on an accelerated track. The SSAT provides an opportunity to assess these newly emerging skills and make decisions that affect his/her high school academic career.

The SSAT consists of two parts: a brief essay and a multiple-choice aptitude test.  The quantitative portion measures their ability to solve mathematical problems while the verbal, writing and reading sections examine the students’ ability to comprehend and to use language.  It is timed and divided into five sections (approx. 2 ½ hours total).  This test also provides a predicted twelfth grade SAT score.  The SSAT provides the student, the parents and the teachers with insightful information about his or her current strengths as well as their areas of weakness. The SSAT gives us much more valuable information than just a score.  It includes a breakdown in six areas of how your student did. The teachers will use this information in their classrooms the following year.

Closer to the date of testing, you will receive additional information from the Guidance Office about test registration, test dynamics and test scoring.  This test is given to approximately 40,000 students who are applying to independent college-prep schools. In brief, two of the scoring fields are the SSAT Percentile Rank (indicates the percentage of students applying to private college-prep schools who scored at or below your child’s score) and the Estimated National Percentile (compares your student’s scores to those scores of all students nationally at the same grade level). For additional information about SSAT, you may log on to www.ssat.org. For test question samples, log on to www.ssat.org/flex. (Please do not register online. The CCA Guidance Office will do group registration.)  Registration information will be sent home with your student the last week of April 2012.  There are preparatory materials and various services that may be purchased from the SSAT organization.  Please know that CCA does not require students to purchase any other materials.
A student may best prepare by being a good student.  
The fee is due to the business office by May 16, 2012.  You may contact the business office about a possible fee waiver if you presently receive financial aid.  You are encouraged to pay in installments if this better suits your budget.  Contact Lynn Husvar for further budgeting information. 

Please feel free to contact Nurline Lawrence or me, Suzanne Murphy, with any questions or concerns.
