♫ MUSIC, MUSIC, MUSIC ♫
August 2011
Dear School Family,

As the school year begins, we look forward to many events.  When you receive your school calendar in September, please note the concert dates in December and May.  Concerts are mandatory for those who participate in performing groups and for the elementary grades.  Also, ACSI hosts WNY Academic Day at Houghton College in May and the Erie County Solo Festival auditions are held in January for those who are interested in attending.  Those in grades 4-12 who are interested in auditioning at an Erie County Festival need to speak with me in September.

String students need the Suzuki Violin, Viola, or Cello School Book with CD (often sold separately). All first year and second year students and 4th – 6th grade students will need book 1, or if nearly finished book 2. First year students also need “Essential Elements for Strings”, book 1.  A metronome/tuner is also needed.  Students will need a three-prong pocket folder with notebook paper for lesson notes and orchestra music as well.  Please make sure there is a shoulder rest (or foam sponge) with a violin or viola, and a cello strap with a cello. 

Band students need the Standard of Excellence book for their appropriate level.  The accompanying CDs available for some series are beneficial but are not required.  Fourth and fifth grade band students are expected to have Book 1 (and Book 2, if nearly finished with Book 1).  Grades 6-12 need Standard of Excellence Book 2.  All Band students should have a metronome, and a tuner (separate or combined).  Percussion students should purchase the “Drums and Mallet Percussion” Standard of Excellence book (as well as sticks and a practice pad or drum). Clarinets, saxophones, and oboes should have a good supply of reeds. These items are available at many music stores and may be ordered from any music store.

All students please have instruments and books ready when school begins.  Instrumental students in grades 6-12 should be prepared to play as early as the second day of school (Sept. 8) if they are scheduled for band or orchestra on that day.  Elementary Band, String Ensemble and all lessons will not begin earlier than September 12.  A schedule from the music teacher will be given to each student by the music teacher after school begins.  Expect to have practice record sheets for all instruments sent home to be signed for all levels on a regular basis.

Third graders will need a recorder and book.  These items may be purchased from the school at the beginning of the year, if you do not already have them.  More information will come later from Mrs. Kivett.

If you have any questions, please call Mrs. Shipley at 200-9614.







Important Phone Numbers
In Christ,







Twin Village Music: 683-4879 Lancaster

Mrs. Melody Shipley




McClellan Music House:  886-5902 Buffalo







Monaco’s Violin Shop:  691-4940 Amherst

Mrs. Melody Shipley




Al Hemer Music:  662-9533 Orchard Park
